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conducted. The benefit of the joint terrorism task force is that it enhances 
communication between the agencies and overcomes the problems of juris-
diction. Finally, although many police departments have created counter-
terrorism units, many of these units tend to be minimally staffed and often 
serve as a point of contact for receiving threat information and coordinating 
with the fusion centers.38 In few cases do the counterterrorism units consist 
of a tactical unit that could respond to terror threats and attacks, such as the 
New York City Police Department’s Counterterrorism Unit.

Which of the following police eras was motivated primarily by Police Chief 
August Vollmer?

(a) Political era, (b) Reform era, (c) Community era, (d) Homeland security 
era, (e) None of the above
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´´ Policing in America Today

Municipal Police
There are approximately 18,000 police agencies in the United States today. 
These agencies come in different varieties and sizes (see Figure 6.3). The 
majority of these agencies are local police departments, which are more 
officially referred to as municipal police agencies, since all towns and 
cities that are incorporated and have a specific jurisdiction are known as 
municipalities. These agencies can have anywhere from zero officers (when 
the police chief quits or retires), to well over 1,000 police officers, and they 
are located in towns and cities across the United States. The largest munici-
pal police departments in the United States tend to be located in the largest 

municipal police: The 
predominant type of law 
enforcement agency in the 
United States, representing a 
municipal government such as 
a town or city.
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The answer can be found on page 521.


